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A meeting of the Battle Lake Watershed Synergy Group was held on Thursday May 6, 2021 via Zoom 
virtual meeting/tele-conference with Paul McLauchlin acting as Facilitator.  

 
CALLED TO ORDER: 
Paul called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
  

AGENDA: 

• Introductions 

• Review of Minutes  

• Follow-up Action Items 

• AER Updates 

• Industry Updates 

• Community Updates  

• Next Meeting 
 

ATTENDANCE: 
In attendance were {1} residents, {8} industry representatives and government officials. (See the 
attached list.) 
 

Review of Minutes: 
 
Follow-up Action Items: 
N/A 

 
AER Update: Leanne Chartrand 
May 6, 2021 
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 NOTE: for regular updates, please sign up for our News Release Subscription and Subscribe to 
Updates  
News Releases:  
SanLing Energy Ltd. has informed the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) that it ceased operations 
as of April 30.  
https://www.aer.ca/providing-information/news-and-resources/news-and-announcements/news-
releases/news-release-2021-04-21   
March 11, 2021…Land Petroleum International Inc. has been ordered to pay an $80 000 fine for 
failing to allow AER staff access to a natural gas facility to inspect it in August 2018.The company 
was found guilty of one charge under the Oil and Gas Conservation Act (OGCA) in provincial 

court.The AER made several attempts to inspect the natural gas facility near Ponoka, Alberta, 
licensed to Land Petroleum.  
https://www.aer.ca/providing-information/news-and-resources/news-and-announcements/news-
releases/news-release-2021-03-11   

Bulletin 2021-15 Invitation for Feedback on New Water Conservation Policy Manual 
(April 20, 2021)  
The AER is working to implement the Government of Alberta’s Water Conservation Policy for 
upstream oil and gas operations. As a result, we recently released the draft manual (Manual XXX: 

Water Conservation Policy for Upstream Oil and Gas Operations) for a 30-day public review 
period. We want to hear what people think before it is finalized. Please also review the Questions 
and Answers (Q&As) for greater context. Once you have read the Q&A and the draft manual, 
please provide your feedback using the form in this bulletin. This may be submitted to 
regman@aer.ca by May 21, 2021 at the latest.  
You can also read our story on Resource  

Bulletin 2021-11 New Edition of Directive 067: Eligibility Requirements for Acquiring 
and Holding Energy Licences and Approvals (April 7, 2021)  
Acquiring and holding a licence or approval for energy development in Alberta is a privilege, not a 
right. This directive ensures that this privilege is only granted to responsible parties. It sets out 
requirements for applying for, maintaining, and amending licence eligibility. It also identifies the 
circumstances in which the AER may revoke or restrict licence eligibility.  
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-11   
 
Social Media:  
AER YouTube   https://www.youtube.com/user/ABEnergyRegulator  
Resource:  
https://resource.aer.ca/stories/escalating-enforcement   
Education and prevention lay foundation to ensure companies follow the rules.  
 

INDUSTRY UPDATES: 
Baytex: Shane Koss/Barret Henschel 
 
Follow up to last meeting; construction continues on pad at 10-32-43-2-W5.  
June 1, 2021 - 2 Wells of south pad.  July completion. 
 
Resourceful Petroleum:  Bill Dolan 
No update. 
 
Journey Energy: Dale Guidi 
No update. 

https://www.aer.ca/providing-information/news-and-resources/news-and-announcements/news-releases/news-release-2021-04-21
https://www.aer.ca/providing-information/news-and-resources/news-and-announcements/news-releases/news-release-2021-04-21
https://www.aer.ca/providing-information/news-and-resources/news-and-announcements/news-releases/news-release-2021-03-11
https://www.aer.ca/providing-information/news-and-resources/news-and-announcements/news-releases/news-release-2021-03-11
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2021-11
https://www.youtube.com/user/ABEnergyRegulator
https://resource.aer.ca/stories/escalating-enforcement
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Sifton Petroleum Inc: Davin Chandler 
No update 
 
Cenovus: Craig Cann 
Via email May 4, 2021 
No drilling or turnaround activity planned for 2021.  
No ERP resident visits due to Covid this year. 
Theft continues to increase, now with transformers being pulled off poles and removing wires.   
 
County of Wetaskiwin: Dale Woitt 
Covid 19 update: 74 cases in the city, 51 cases in the County, 40 cases in Maskwacis, with 2 deaths. 
Five of the cases were within the County Office.   
 
Farmers Advocate Office: Darcy Allen 
 
Two main concerns presently from landowners:   

1) Lease payments: reduced, differed, or non-payment.  Various reasons stated, Covid, 
corporate health or the economy. Increasing in number for companies with large 
amount of assets.   

2) Renewable energy developments – wind installations, solar farms.  Concern the 
regulatory backstops that apply to O&G are not applicable to renewable energy. Concern 
for Ag lands changing use (solar farms).  Some projects incorporate sheep/goat grazing 
to control vegetation.   

 
Q: Concerns regarding Lithium/Geothermal? 
A: Not really a landowner concern yet – expected to be when projects start to take off.  
AER is conducting focused community feedback regarding Geothermal. 
Lithium Info sessions, Helium/ Hydrogen productions. 
 

COMMUNITY UPDATES: 
Battle River Watershed Alliance:  Sarah Skinner 
 
Winter water quality sampling completed through the Winter Lake Keepers Program (community 
volunteers). Samples taken in late February with 1 meter of ice on the lake.  Unable to do March 
samples as the ice was too thin given the warmer weather.  Waiting for results and reports, those 
will be shared once available.  Summer sampling is planned.   
 
Riparian Intactness Registry using satellite imagery to assess vegetation, lack of, woodiness, etc.  7-
8000 square km of data.   Not accessible publicly yet, however a web portal is being developed.  
Beta testers will be needed to give feedback on the portal.  
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Margaret Rathnavalu: 
 
Update: In reference to our discussion February 11, 2021 about water quality, quantity, and 

allocation, the AER still monitors applications to get operating approvals (Directive 56). 

The question arises in light of the commentaries, see links below, what should our responsibility be 

when the policy is inadequate to protect this precious heritage? 

 

Are our present policies adequate? I would likely to revisit this question. 

 

 

Other:  

 

The following links concern among other topics, water, its use, allocation and safety.  

 

1) Niitsitapi Water Protectors: https://niitsitapiwaterprotectors.com/  (one-minute read) 

 

2) The following letter from the Alberta Minister of Environment and Parks to the editor of the 

Western Producer, April 29, 2021:  
 
http://www.producer.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor-april-29-2021  two minute read  

 

3) Another view of this matter was published in the Narwhal, February 1, 2021. 
 
https://thenarwhal.ca/alberta-coal-mining-rockies-oldman-river/   seventeen minute read 
 

 

4) See also https://www.ppwb.ca/about-us/what-we-do/1969-master-agreement-on-

apportionment/master-agreement-on-apportionment October 30, 1969 (four-minute read) 

 

 5) Public Consultation and Alberta Politics, Southern Alberta Council on Public Affairs, April 26, 

2021 (https://youtu.be/JE85PrsxKO0) one hour zoom presentation 

• 25 minutes in: Terms of Reference -Land Use Planning  

• 30 minutes in: questions from the public 

• 33 minutes in: selenium 

• 35 minutes in: water allocation  

• 47 minutes in AER Reviews compared with Joint Panel and Federal review   

• 50 minutes in: environmental standards  

• 56 minutes in: budget and staff reduction at AER 

Discussion:  
Why was the Vista Coalspur Mine hearing cancelled?   
AER: The two First Nations that had initially submitted statements of concern withdrew them. 
Therefore the consultation requirements were met and hearing was not necessary. 
Concern for Ministerial power to “veto” and make site specific changes.   
AER cannot veto regulatory protocol.   
  

https://niitsitapiwaterprotectors.com/
http://www.producer.com/opinion/letters-to-the-editor-april-29-2021
https://thenarwhal.ca/alberta-coal-mining-rockies-oldman-river/
https://www.ppwb.ca/about-us/what-we-do/1969-master-agreement-on-apportionment/master-agreement-on-apportionment%20October%2030
https://www.ppwb.ca/about-us/what-we-do/1969-master-agreement-on-apportionment/master-agreement-on-apportionment%20October%2030
https://youtu.be/JE85PrsxKO0
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Proximity to projects regarding adverse affects or direct impacts, concerns not being heard from 
general public.   
AER has heard public concerns.  Contentious subject due to proximity, cannot change at the 
moment.  

 
Upstream Water allocations (dam), what are implications further downstream? 
AER: Livingston Landowners Water Study – third party analysis.   
LC will follow up within the AER on questions raised.   
 
Category 2 Mining will not continue.  
 
PM: New Task Force panel will discuss water/land-use/environmental concerns.  

 
 
 
Meeting Dates:   
September 2, 2021 
November 4, 2021 
 

*Options for zoom or call in will be utilized as necessary for meetings to accommodate COVID 

restrictions of that time.   
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ATTENDANCE LIST 
 
 

 

INDIVIDUAL REPRESENTING 

Paul McLauchlin  Facilitator 

Leanne Chartrand AER 

Craig Cann  Cenovus 

Barret Henschel Baytex 

Dale Woitt Wetaskiwin County 

Sarah Skinner Battle River Watershed Alliance 

Darcy Allen Farmers Advocate Office 

Margaret Rathnavalu Resident 

Linda Black Secretary 

 


