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A meeting of the Battle Lake Watershed Synergy Group was held on Thursday November 5, 2020 at 
the Lakedell Ag. Centre (Main Hall) with Paul McLauchlin acting as Facilitator.  
 
CALLED TO ORDER: 
Paul called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
  
AGENDA: 

• Presentation: Polluters Pay Federation 
• Introductions 
• Review of Minutes  
• Follow-up Action Items 
• Presenter 
• AER Updates 
• Industry Updates 
• Community Updates  
• Next Meeting 

 
ATTENDANCE: 
In attendance were { 4 } residents, { 4 } industry representatives and government officials. (See the 
attached list.) 
 
Review of Minutes: 
 
Follow-up Action Items: 

BMP - Identification on Industry workers vehicles (Rural Crime watch purposes) Industry Members 
Invitation to MLA Rick Wilson to discuss unpaid taxes at next meeting. (possibly 
virtual) 

Paul McLauchlin 

 
Presenter: Polluters Pay Federation 
https://polluterpayfederation.ca/ 
 
Topic: Reclamation 
Regan Boychuk and Mark Dorin (Presenters) 
See attachments. 
Presentation video provided to group. 
 
 

http://synergyalberta.ca/group/battle-lake-watershed-synergy-group
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Discussion: 
Q: What does your organization propose to convince the voting public, in light of the majority of 
voters being urban, therefore not subject to the issues you have presented on.   
A: Represent mostly urban landowners.  Concentrated focus on urban oil and gas issues.  Viewed as 
a rule of law issue rather than a political issue.  Reforming governing bodies through court action. 
 
Taxes will ultimately go up to pay for default oil and gas. 
 
Q: How does the transaction work?  Unpaid surface lease being the biggest issue right now, with 
course of action being SRB with 18-month delay to get a registered number and so on under Sec. 
36.  Is there a portal set up for membership? 
A: Once incorporated, admin staff will be implemented, then landowners can pay a membership fee 
decided by the board based on a per activity per year fee.    
Landowner can assign rights to the federation to address the landowners outstanding surface rights 
issues with industry. Industry will be billed for landowner representation. 
Fundamental principle of democracy is there is separation of the administrative branch of law 
(Hearing Commissioners at AER) and the judicial branch of law. Media can help educate the public. 
Actions are based on existing case law.  
Q: Courts seem to be on the side of industry? 
A: Courts are the only recourse we have.  The rule of law applies, the judges cannot rule against the 
law.  
 
The Society is about helping/directing the landowner to use the correct avenues to remedy the 
issues they are facing. 
 
AER Update: Zoriana Wood 
Via Email Nov. 5, 2020 
Announcements: 
AER updates Remediation Regulation information 
The AER updated information regarding how it will administer the Remediation Regulation. The information includes 
explanations on the applicability of the Remediation Regulation, as well as the AER’s expectations for remedial action 
plan content including how the AER’s record of site condition can function as a remedial action plan. 
 
Training Session: Wells Functionality Moving into OneStop  
Starting on November 26, 2020, there will be updates to well applications within OneStop. To support OneStop users, 
we will be hosting virtual training sessions. These sessions will prepare industry for submissions related to well 
amendments, re-entries, deepenings and cancellations, and provide general OneStop updates. Participants can choose 
from four sessions.  To register, visit our events page.  
 
Bulletins: 
2020/21 Orphan Fund Levy 
In accordance with Part 11 of the Oil and Gas Conservation Act, the Alberta Energy Regulator (AER) is 
prescribing an orphan fund levy in the amount of $65 million. The Orphan Well Association (OWA), Canadian 
Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP), and Explorers and Producers Association of Canada (EPAC) have 
approved a $65 million orphan fund levy to fund the OWA's budget for fiscal year 2020/21. This total levy is 
to be collected through one levy of $65 million in September 2020. The AER will allocate the year's orphan 
fund levy among licensees and approval holders included within the Licensee Liability Rating (LLR) and 

https://www.aer.ca/providing-information/news-and-resources/news-and-announcements/announcements/announcement-sepember-16-2020
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/project-closure/remediation/remediation-regulation-administration
https://www.qp.alberta.ca/1266.cfm?page=2009_154.cfm&leg_type=Regs&isbncln=9780779811113&display=html
https://www.aer.ca/providing-information/news-and-resources/news-and-announcements/announcements/announcement-november-2-2020
https://www.aer.ca/protecting-what-matters/giving-albertans-a-voice/events
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2020-19
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Oilfield Waste Liability (OWL) programs based on the September 2020 monthly assessment. Information on 
these programs is contained in Directive 006: Licensee Liability Rating (LLR) Program and Licence Transfer 
Process, Directive 011: Licensee Liability Rating (LLR) Program – Updated Industry Parameters and Liability 
Costs, and Directive 075: Oilfield Waste Liability (OWL) Program. 
 
 
Nonroutine Commingled Abandonment  
Any abandonment activity that varies from the requirements given in Directive 020: Well Abandonment, is considered 
"nonroutine" and must be approved by the AER before work can be started (section 1.4). Variances are most commonly 
needed due to wellbore design, operational issues (such as equipment stuck in the hole), and new technology. Requests 
for nonroutine abandonment of commingled wells have not generally been approved, primarily because the risks were 
not understood well enough. In 2019 we undertook a study of those risks, which resulted in our publishing Open File 
Report 2019-06: A Risk-Based Methodology for Commingled Well Abandonment – Southeastern Alberta Gas Field Case 
Study. Of particular note in the study is figure 1, a preliminary assessment tool that assigns levels of risk to geological 
intervals. In April 2019 we initiated a pilot under the Area-Based Closure program that began approving nonroutine 
abandonment of commingled wells meeting certain criteria. We have ended the pilot and will now review requests for 
nonroutine abandonment of commingled wells from all regulated parties. Currently, we will only consider pools that 

- are located below the base of groundwater protection and 
- include intervals classified as low risk (green) in Open File Report 2019-06. 

 
We continue to accept nonroutine requests and evaluate the potential for the abandonment of commingled 
pools that fall within the higher-risk zones. Further information will be provided as the evaluation is 
completed. To apply, we encourage you to use the new form Commingled Well Abandonment Variance 
Request now available on our website, Regulating Development > Rules and Directives > AER Forms > 
Directive Forms > Directive 020 Forms. If you have any questions, please contact WellOperations@aer.ca. 
 
Invitation for Feedback on AER Review of Industry Levy Methodology 
As announced in Bulletin 2019-31, we are undertaking a detailed review of the methodology used to calculate our 
industry levy. We are currently 100 per cent funded by industry and are authorized to collect funds through 
administrative fees levied on energy development projects and activities. We have worked with key industry 
associations during a first round of engagement on the levy methodology and are now seeking input from all 
stakeholders through a survey. We have developed a PowerPoint presentation that provides an overview of the current 
methodology, guiding principles for the review, and areas for potential changes. We recommend viewing the 
presentation before completing the survey. The survey and presentation are available on the bottom of this bulletin's 
webpage. Feedback will be accepted until November 16, 2020. Personal information provided with comments will be 
collected, used, and disclosed in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. We may use 
the personal contact information you provide for follow-up communication related to your feedback. For any questions, 
contact AdminLevyReview@aer.ca. 
 
Methdology Links 
- AER Administration Fees – Methodology Review 
- AER Administration Fees – Methodology Survey 
 
 
Wells Functionality Moving to OneStop 
On November 26, 2020, we will release new functionality for well licences to the OneStop platform:  

- Amendments: All amendments to well licences  
- Re-entries: Applications to re-enter an abandoned wellbore by a company other than the original 

licence holder 
- Deepenings: Applications to deepen a well while the rig is on a hole 
- Cancellations: Internal and external cancellation processes for well licences 

https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2020-20
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/directives/directive-020.html
https://www.aer.ca/providing-information/by-topic/commingling.html
https://ags.aer.ca/publications/OFR_2019_06.html
https://ags.aer.ca/publications/OFR_2019_06.html
https://ags.aer.ca/publications/OFR_2019_06.html
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/project-closure/liability-management-programs-and-processes/area-based-closure.html
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/aer-forms/directive-forms.html#d20
mailto:WellOperations@aer.ca
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2020-21
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2019-31.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tUh1_QCBvJY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XFQ6NKW
mailto:AdminLevyReview@aer.ca
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tUh1_QCBvJY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XFQ6NKW
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/bulletin-2020-22
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- Information Updates: Updates by licensees to certain well licence information post-rig release, 
including bottomhole updates as the result of a directional survey. Bottomhole updates will now be 
initiated by industry. 

 
Details on other enhancements and fixes will be made available at the time of release in the “What’s New” document, 
found on the OneStop landing page under “Enhancements and Fixes”.   We will schedule a system outage to implement 
these new changes. The outage notice will be posted on our Systems and Tools portal on our website, www.aer.ca and 
the OneStop landing page.  
 
Training and support materials 
Following the software release, we will hold training sessions on the new functionality. More information can be found 
on the Event page.  New and amended quick reference guides (QRGs) will also be posted on the OneStop landing page. 
These support well amendments and cancellations. Directive 056: Energy Development Applications and 
Schedules and Manual: 012 Energy Development Applications Procedures and Schedules, will be updated to reflect the 
latest software release.  
 

INDUSTRY UPDATES: 
Baytex: Shane Koss 
Via email: November 4, 2020 
Activity: Baytex has completed its operations on the 07-28-045-02W5 pad with wells now on 
flowback. Wells will be on test and clean up phase over the next few weeks and then into normal 
operations. 
 
Other: Currently given lower commodity price BTE has no current plans for activity in the area. 
However, to be ready for when the commodity price changes BTE is working on survey and 
acquisition of potential sites.  
 
 
Resourceful Petroleum:  Bill Dolan 
No update. 
Activity: Baytex has completed its operations on the 07-28-045-02W5 pad with wells now on 
flowback. Wells will be on test and clean up phase over the next few weeks and then into normal 
operations. 
Other: Currently given lower commodity price BTE has no current plans for activity in the area. 
However, to be ready for when the commodity price changes BTE is working on survey and 
acquisition of potential sites.  
 
 
Journey Energy: Dale Guidi 
No update. 
 
Sifton Petroleum Inc: Davin Chandler 
Via email: November 3, 2020 
 
We have no planned operations in the area for the next 6 – 12 months.  
 
Cenovus: Craig Cann 

http://www.aer.ca/
https://www.aer.ca/protecting-what-matters/giving-albertans-a-voice/events
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/Directive%20056
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/bulletins/Directive%20056
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/manuals
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Via email: November 5, 2020 
No drilling or maintenance activity in the area. Status Quo in the area. 
 
County of Wetaskiwin: Dale Woitt 
No Update 
 
 
Land Consultant: Graham Gilchrist 
No Update 
 
 
COMMUNITY UPDATES: 
No updates. 
 
 
2021 Meeting Dates:   
TBD 
 
Tentative: 
February 4, 2021 
May 6, 2021 
September 2, 2021 
November 4, 2021 
 
*Options for zoom or call in will be explored as necessary for next meeting to accommodate COVID 
restrictions of that time.   
 
ATTENDANCE LIST 
 
 

 
INDIVIDUAL REPRESENTING 

Paul McLauchlin  Facilitator 
Regan Boychuck Polluter Pay Federation 
Mark Dorin Polluter Pay Federation 
Sarah Skinner Battle River Watershed Alliance 
Ken Jenny Resident 
Rose Marie Sackela Warburg/Pembina Surface Rights Group 
Michael Black Resident 
Dave Doze Resident 
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