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Who We Are

• Established in 1996

• Not-for-profit, charitable organization

• Governed by a volunteer Board of 
Directors

• Operated by core staff

• Supported by program advisory 
committees



What We Do

• We help people:

• Understand the value of ecological 
services

• Recognize important stewardship 
priorities

• Apply key stewardship principles in 
land and resource use decisions

• Learn from those who provide good 
stewardship examples



How We Do It

• Facilitate partnerships
• Provide services, tools and develop 

resources
• Collaborate on the development of 

stewardship practices, programs and 
policies

• Support provincial and national 
initiatives

• Work with individuals and organizations 
responsible for managing land and 
associated natural resources



Our Approach

• Engage – Identify the need

– Individuals, community groups, partners

• Inform – Build the network

– Partnerships and relationships

• Enable – Develop the solutions

– Programs, resources and tools



A Few Programs – An Overview

• Assessing the need
– Does the need align with LSC mandate?

– Are there any existing programs?

– Is there a more appropriate organization?

– Can we effectively design/deliver a 
program?

• Finding the solution
– Who are the partners that can assist?

– What are the short and long term outcome?

– What does evaluation look like?



The Need

• Users want the ability to readily locate 
conservation interests in Alberta

• A resource to assist in planning and 
developmental requirements

• Robust, easily accessible, on-line 
service

• Commit to continuous improvement



Conservation Land Registry



Conservation Easement Registry



v2.0 Coming - 2016



The Need

• Alberta’s large urban centers and 
surrounding communities are growing at 
an ever increasing rate

• High growth rate is straining existing 
municipal services, infrastructure and 
land use

• Putting pressure on natural systems and 
resources

• Environmental challenges can be 
addressed by better planning and design



Green Communities Guide



v2.0 – What could it look like?

• Feedback and demand is high, but is 
there another way?

• Publications are costly to produce

• Unknown shelf-life

• What differentiates?



v2.0 – What could it look like?

• Content curation

• Aggregates priority resources 
developed by other organizations

• Opportunity to create commentary 
detailing the applicability/relevance

• Single resource to get validated 
information to help support on-the-
ground, action based activities



The Need

• Community-based stewardship groups 
are  developing and implementing 
local initiatives 

• Typically volunteer-driven, 
independent and resource-limited

• Require access to funding, information 
and expertise



Alberta Stewardship Network

• Top 3 needs:

– Greater community/public awareness

– Project funding

– Access to information and expertise



Greater Community  Awareness

• Tools and resources for stewards

– Stewardship Directory

– Organizational basics

– Funding for stewards

– Planning stewardship activities

– Building community involvement

– Case studies and success stories



Greater Public Awareness

• Online tools and social media



Funding for Stewards

• Watershed Stewardship Grant

– Since 2006

– 127 stewardship groups

– $1.7 Million

– 298 projects



Information Access

• Stewardship Directory



Information Access

• Stewards in Motion – workshop series



The Need

• Concise resource on where to begin 
with stewardship 

• Best practices in developing solid 
foundations for groups

• Reinvigorate, refocus or reorganize a 
group



The Stewardship Toolbox



The Need

• Address emerging environmental 
challenges

• Support industry and government 
policy intent

• Address, plan and action triple bottom 
line; environmental, social, economic 
objectives

• Enhance accountability of investments 
into environmental initiatives



Investment Framework for 
Environmental Resources

• INFFER

• 7 – step environmental decision 
support framework

• Spatially explicit asset based approach 

• Natural asset identification & initial 
prioritization process

• Benefit:Cost ratio developed



The Need

• Significant pressures on agricultural land 
close to urban centres

• Acreages represent an increasing 
proportion of rural landowners

• Often lack knowledge of farming and 
rural living

• Have a significant impact on natural 
resources

• Available educational resources are 
limited



Green Acreages Guide



The Need

• Approx. 340 litres per person per day 
into private septic systems

• Rural residential landowners represent 
14% of Alberta’s population

• How they manage/maintain septic 
systems could have significant 
cumulative effects

• Limited resources and support for 
acreage owners on how to manage these 
systems



Septic Sense Workshop



Shared Services Model

• Natural alignment mandates
• Formal NA – LSC agreement
• LSC  operational support

– Executive oversight
– Program 

planning/implementation
– Marketing & communications 

support

• NA and LSC remain 
independent entities

• New and creative operational 
model



The Outcome

• Comprehensive program 
review
– plan/implement/review

• Governance/oversight

• Functional support
– Marketing

– Communications

– Outreach

– Administration



The Outcome – Core Programs

• Living by Water
– 1:1 home site consultations

– Self assessment resources

• Nature Kids
– Kids (aged 5-13) & families

– Materials & field experiences

• Bird Conservation
– Important Bird Areas (IBA)

– Birding events & resources



In Closing

• Needs driven programs

• Partnership approach

• Responsive to change

• Adaptive management

• Willingness to try
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