PEMBINA AREA SYNERGY GROUP

Providing a forum for open, honest and transparent communication, on-going dialogue and timely discussion of issues related to existing and proposed development and operations in the Drayton-Tomahawk and surrounding areas.
Attendance:
Al Stark, Spartan

Arne Poulsen, Landowner

Bernie Schell, community
Bernie Schwindt, Bonavista
Bob Kitching, Brazeau County

Charlie Martin, landowner

Cliff Whitelock, landowner
Denine Christensen, Spartan

DeAnne Healy, Conoco

Eleanor Vokes, Bonavista
Lloyd Woloszyn, Brazeau County
Shane Koss, Baytex

Melanie Sharpe, Petrobakken Sandy Buchan, Pembina Pipeline 
Sandi Winter, notetaker

John Evasiuk, Brazeau County Steve Harrington, ERCB

Krista Waters, facilitator

Trina Wakelin, Pennwest
Alex Barton, Sincopec Daylight
Scott Knull, PennWest

Ty Hindson, youth

Darryl Smith, Imperial


Edward Hees, Brazeau 
· Introductions
· group expectations

· Previous meeting notes
· NSWSA:  regarding May meeting, did anything specifically required.  Will be in front of caucus in April.

· Cliff:  issues with 100m setbacks.  Would like Tom to come back and give a more complete presentation

· Krista will follow up.

· Shane:  Once press has subsided regarding fracking issue a presentation will be brought in (steering committee)

· Approve Agenda
· add steering committee update

· remove communications

· Presentation: County on road use
· Road bans not on to anger people

· Road bans on when necessary.  Working with industry and roads are holding well.  Drive on roads when there is frost.  If it’s soft, don’t use them.

· Rely on industry to update county on what roads are like.

· Have signed Road use agreements with companies in the area.  Road Use Agreement:  if you damage road, you pay to fix it.
· Road bans used when roads cannot take a rig move.  If moves cannot safely take place at 80km then road bans are placed.

· Most damage occurs during fracking.

· If companies don’t adhere to road use agreements then Peace Officers are called.

· No road bans in place as of yet as roads are still currently holding unless April brings rain.

· Over 3000 move requests a year, generally only 4 or 5 that are issues.

· They do not blanket ban the county and many roads don’t require it.

· ED (County Peace Officer):  Worst time of year for industry.  200 – 400 loads on roads, 1 -  3 million litres or 1,000 - 3,000m3 of water to go to site for fracs which is very taxing on roads.  County has 40 year old roads and they are working to upgrade roads.  Non-compliant company had 2 month ban placed on road while repairs were made.  If roads are getting wrecked they need to be fixed right away.  Grader placed on all rig moves; even though it sits there it will be there to fill soft spots as they develop.  Working together works a lot easier.

· Shane:  anything in place when industry develops an undeveloped road allowance and build it to county specks.  Baytex is in charge of maintaining road, is there any way to recoup some of the costs if another company develops further up the road.

· County:  it’s between the two companies if it is not a county road.  Roads have to be kept in mint condition at all times  Letter is sent saying that Baytex is maintaining road, and they are to enter in agreement with Baytex to assist.  With companies being sold frequently it is difficult to track who does maintenance.  Road agreements typically extend past the initial company who created the road.

· Petrobakken:  are the letters sent out detailed (ie list company name) or just a generic letter?

· County:  Each case in individual so each agreement will different.  

· County can only make recommendations to companies being built off of road allowances after that it is up to SRD what they approve.

· Bernie:  what does county have in place when only 200ft of the roads are soft and bring mud onto highways.

· If oil companies drag mud onto the road, it is up to the company to fix it.  Companies can be controlled during rig moves and fracs but a tank truck bringing water once a week to well is difficult to control.  County relies on people calling in reporting unsafe conditions.  Try to make sure gravel is on road for 200ft before gravel.

· Ed:  Matting is being used a lot more to help control this with leases.  Case by case to see where the issues are.

· Cliff:  Has road on south side of property, oil companies use road and there is basically no gravel on it.  If industry is going to build a road like that there should be a policy that gravel needs to be on it.

· County:  There are minimum gravel requirements, it may be an older agreement and not have the standards that they do now.

· Shane:  counties are very thorough now down to size of gravel, etc.

· Trina:  Brazeau is very good to deal with because they are cut and dry on what needs to happen.
· Follow-Up
· Action Items

· Have not heard from Dean Matheson (independent land agent), will not pursue further.

· May presentation – NSWSA

· Did contact press, sent Courtney the information from last meeting, unsure if it ran.  Will follow-up.

· New Daylight contact at meeting

· Imperial here

· Petrobakken here

· TAQA initially contact made

· Grizzly yes they have been invited, EOG no (likely not in area much, Newstar Energy has bought most of stuff).
· Whitecap should be contacted.

· Cliff:  would be nice to have ARC attend. 

·  Krista will follow up with them as they were initially attending.
· Website
· Completed will send out link.  Can find through Synergy Alberta link or you can Google it.
· Youth Involvement
· do have a youth attending, but will revisit with Steering Committee update.

· New Discussion Items

·  Evaluations from Jan
· March evaluations passed out.  Very valuable for steering committee.
· January:  More detail.  Time was short.  PAS doing well.   ERCB on planning for sour operations presentation, fracking presentation, water presentations.  Work on increasing public awareness.

· Bob wants evaluation on website.
· General feedback questions to go on website.
· Steering Committee Update:
· Steering committee fine tunes speakers as mention in large group discussion.  Support facilitator.  More efficient way of group operating.

· Youth involvement:  require younger involvement for educational purposes and to bring new dynamic to group.  Bursary has been discussed to help gain involvement.  Ty joins us tonight as a youth representative and will look to him for some guidance.  Will help continue synergy in the future.  
· Ty:  youth in community is not connected to industry and don’t feel like they have a say, and it’s good to be able to learn and have a say.  Youth feels like we don’t want them involved.

· Ideas for formalized bursary project would be appreciated.

· Eleanor:  part of the bursary program can include the continuation of sharing information to promote communication

· Cliff:  Landowners can show where they are coming from

· Bob:  has worked with a lot of youth groups and the common theme is that we don’t want them, and once we include we tell them what to learn, but we should find ways they want to contribute.

· Ty:  youth is going to inherit these ongoing disputes and to have the background to it can help.

· Krista:  no opposition, turn over to steering committee to develop what bursary program looks like and bring back to group in September.

· Steve:  will send out preliminary outline prior to September.

· Bob:  What is the bursary to do?  Is it to get youth in the door, or do you have to work for it?  Ty is giving the impression he wants much more out of it.

· Steve:  Yes to both, in the bigger picture there has to be an incentive.

· Krista:  feels like it’s more appropriate to ask more of the students such as attending x amount of meetings, sitting at display during trade shows, etc.

·  Krista:  spoke of financials setting up budget, bank account.
· Shane:  set up amount and what to bill companies, and to bill them at beginning of year.  Make sure amount is appropriate for all the meetings and not running out for summer.  Industry is footing this bill $2500 if the number of companies stays what it’s at now, if there is more companies the amount would be less.  (Based on 8 companies thus far).

· Bernie:  looking for speakers that are not going to charge too much for mileage.  Trying to keep budget as low as possible.

· Bob:  is there a perception that landowners are here on a free ride?

· Eleanor:  no, industry is willing to pick up the tab to ensure info is getting out correctly.  There are many smaller synergy groups coming up and industry is involved with, she’s here on her time and with more and more groups if there is a way to combine them? What area does this group cover?

· Shane:  even though Baytex is no longer drilling in the area they still will be present with existing wells, this is why it’s important to be a presence in these meetings.

· Cliff:  landowners shouldn’t have to pay, nor will he
· Trina:  Industry wants to hear from community

· Charlie:  as more landowners come to these meetings more positive will be spread from day to day.

· Bernie:  since being involved with similar groups he has fielded calls and dealt with issues on their behalf.  Helps resolve long standing issues from misinformation

· Krista:  does all industry support the annual fee?

· Al:  prefers to see yearly budget

· Daylight:  requires itemized budget and likes to see money going towards bursaries.

· Shane:  focused budget that covers costs

· Eleanor:  There is a lot of industry, can we get more landowners?

· Shane:  there has been a lot of previous groups before so the history is not good, but we’re working to fix this

· Cliff:  people don’t care if it doesn’t affect them.

· Industry Updates/Roundtable (companies encouraged to provide activity updates from beyond PAS borders as well)
· ERCB:  
· There is a hydraulic fracturing workshop at Olds College on May 30th.  Each synergy group that is affiliated with Synergy Alberta can send 5 people to the workshop at Synergy Alberta’s cost.  Attendees are responsible for their travel and accommodation costs.  This is open provincially to all synergy groups.  Attendees are to let Krista know ASAP and she’ll forward the names to Synergy Alberta
· A copy of an article from the Northern Journal outlining Premier Redford’s assertion that a single regulator will be in place by June 2013.

· Pembina Pipeline:

· April 23-27 the mainline to Edmonton will be down to add a pipe connection to a Booster Station near Calmar.  The reason for the outage is to increase deliveries to Edmonton.

· Producers connected to the pipeline system will not be shipping oil during the outage.

· Spartan Oil Corporation:

· Spartan is continuing to drill cardium wells in the Alsike area with Ironhand I drilling rig.  Completions and pipelining are also underway.

· Imperial Oil:
· Developing cardium horizontal drilling program for the Cynthia area on existing undeveloped land.

· Utilize existing pipeline infrastructure.

· Penn West:

· Drilling slowed for spring break.

· Drilling pickup in Alder Flats after breakup.

· Mutual Aid is discussing preparations for Pembina shut down.

· Petrobakken:

· Q2 2012 rigs are shut down until mid-June.

· Anticipation a dramatic increase in oil trucking activity during Pembina Pipeline outage (April 23-27).

· Plans underway to build an oil battery in the Brazeau area in 2012

· West Pembina has approx. 50 wells tied into pipelines in the past 4 months, eliminating the oil trucking and flaring associated with single well batteries.

· Sinopec Daylight Energy Ltd.

· Slowing down in East Pembina for break up conditions.  Drilling in Brazeau to continue where possible.

· Charlie Martin: 

· At the convention of the Ag Service Boards of Alberta the resolution for the reduction of the use of fresh water in the patch was passed. 

· Daylight made the application to the ERCB to produce the Grizzly wells was filed today and it is going non-routine.

· Next Meeting dates/adjourn
· Next meeting May 23, will meet prior to that and will bring dates for presentations for September.

· Bob:  County can offer meeting rooms now.
	Action 
	Who
	Timeline
	Completed

	Landowners create a series of questions/concerns to be addressed at information night
	Landowners - Mike, Arne, Cliff, Susan

Alberta Environment – Dave
	Before next meeting
	Postponed indefinitely

	Confirm next meeting at PennWest Meeting Room
	Krista/Trina
	Before next meeting
	ongoing

	Invite guest speakers to future meetings
	Krista
	Ongoing
	Jan, March, May completed

	Contact press
	Krista
	Prior to each meeting 
	

	Follow up with Arc 
	Krista 
	March meeting
	ongoing

	Follow up on industry invites (Husky, TAQA, EOG, Grizzly)
	Krista will contact TAQA, Arc
Shane will contact Husky

Trina will contact Vermillion, Dee Three, Grizzly, Whitecap)
	ongoing
	ongoing

	Youth involvement
	Steering committee
	before fall?
	ongoing

	Email out updates form
	Krista
	For March meeting
	

	Send out link to website
	Krista
	Immediate
	Completed

	Add evaluation/feedback to website
	Krista 
	Before May meeting
	

	
	
	
	


