PEMBINA AREA SYNERGY GROUP

Providing a forum for open, honest and transparent communication, on-going dialogue and timely discussion of issues related to existing and proposed development and operations in the Drayton-Tomahawk and surrounding areas.

Meeting Notes – September 2011
· Introductions
· Gary (synergy), Albert (SRMNSRV), Trina (Penn West), Bernie (Community), Anthony (Brazeau County), Kyle (Town of Drayton Valley), Arne (landowner), Rita (SRD), Jim (SRMNSRV), Sandy (Pembina Pipeline), Charlie (landowner), Steve (ERCB), Krista (facilitator), Sandi (notetaker)
· Meeting start at 7pm

· Contact list passed around and updated

· Previous meeting notes
· Bernie wants clarification on Page 2 mid-way down “Steve is Not a Board”.  Should read “this group is not a board”
· Mike request was not in action items so info was not gathered.
· Approve Agenda
· Follow-Up
· Action Items

· Krista cancelled  booking of curling rink meeting room, but damage deposit not refundable. Will include on next invoice. 

· Presentation postponed indefinitely

· Need new contact in Daylight

· Steering Committee – not much head way made, some industry reps were contacted but nothing solidified

· Contacting Press – Both Krista and Bernie were contacted and interviewed.  No further contact at this time until the group gets back on track.

· PAS area/boundaries

· Use PAOG Mutual aid area: Buck Lake up to Wabamun.  Parkland County up to Yellowhead County (use POAG boundaries in the West, South and East and exten to Hwy 16 in the North)
· Not set in stone by any means

· Mutual aid is a collection of industry reps and if there is an emergency (when source can’t be identified) this group comes together to identify the where the problem lies ie/ if it is a Husky issue Penn West can stand in until Husky can show up.

· Rita:  are there potential issues with other synergy groups included in these boundaries?

· Krista:  Wetaskiwin, unsure where west boundary is

· Essentially there really should be no cross over

· Not a lot of landowners included in B but there are Gas plants there

· Albert:  Extend B & A North to hwy 16 but keep East, West and South boards the same, includes a fair amount of activity and includes more landowners.

· Anthony:  Do most groups have boundaries?

· Gary:  Encourages boundaries so companies can become involved.

· Anthony:  Find other group boundaries so no one is excluded.

· Krista:  Approx boundaries are good because we can figure out which companies are involved in the area.

· Charlie:  Push East boundary to include Breton

· Trina:  If you want to include Daylight you should include Warburg.

· Krista:  Suggest that companies outside the boarder to continue to update Group.

· Trina:  In support of Krista’s previous comment then we can keep the boundaries kind of the same.

· Charlie:  area B is fully in favour of including it as there is a lot of industry even though it’s not a lot of landowners there.

· Group in favour of using PAOG map but moving A & B boundary north to HWY 16.

· Anthony:  In favour of area, contact Alberta group to make sure no sliver of area is missed.

· Gary:  Working on it but some groups reluctant to set boundaries

· Albert:  make sure it is understood that this group’s boundaries are not set in stone.

· Steve:  Map is spare so we can continue to bring to meetings.

· Synergy Alberta membership and website

· Synergy Alberta and Website:

· Return to it after Gary’s presentation.

· PAS communication-email?

· No one quite sure what this was exactly about but Member who was in a previous meeting (and is not continuing with group) had wanted a unified way of contact.  Remove from next agenda.

· Presentation: Gary Redmond, Synergy Alberta

· Fostering and supporting mutually satisfactory outcomes in Alberta communities by providing information, mutual learning, communication, skill development, facilitation and resources.
· About process not about position.

· Synergy is the catalyst to achieve a principled, balanced and sustained approach to resource development for Albertans. Working together we can achieve more.

· Have monthly meetings keeping environment safe and respectful for discussion.
· Work off of consensus (but groups can set their own method), but sometimes decisions are not made.
· Membership:
· $50/yr, which includes 1 representative at the conference (which is a $50 fee, so membership will cover this cost essentially)

· To become a member you must agree with the fundamental policies available on website http://www.synergyalberta.ca/
· Opportunity to do a website through Synergy

· $200 to set up, $100 annually after that for them to maintain.

· Website can be used to post minutes for example.

· Synergy Alberta started 5 years ago.

· It is a body to co-ordinate support

· Non-profit organization

· Conference upcoming in October 24-26 at the Capri Centre in Red Deer.  Approximately 200 individuals attend this.

· Starts at 6pm Monday evening.

· Keynote speaker topic is Nuclear Energy.

· Rest of evening spent Networking

· They encourage debate, but in safe, respectful manner.

· Other synergy groups becoming involved include gravel pits, and forestry.

· Anthony:  We’ve had issues with role of group, would like Gary to discuss exactly more what Synergy is about and not advocacy group.
· Gary:  we don’t advocate a position but we do share information.  There are other forums to take stances, but synergy is not that.

· Bernie:  re: conference- even though your group sends 3 people you will split up to catch different sessions

· Charlie:  Synergy gets involved with gravel pits for example is this private or Surface Mining Lease?
· Gary:  Not sure of answer to Charlie’s questions. Community is what got this going as they were extremely concerned about gravel pit operations (water related, and dust).  They did have 2 speakers at last year’s conference to help explore issues.  Emerging issue and in the beginning stages, definitely a positive this as the community is wanting to get involved.

· New Discussion Items

·  Members
· Krista:  wants to know if the use of the term Member (used in the context of anyone who attends no actual fees) is OK.

· Steve does not have an issue with terminology.

· Term member is approved 
· Industry Updates/Roundtable
· Inviting other companies to join.

· Krista sent email to Pertrobakken to attend.

· Krista spoke to Imperial by chance and found they have business in Drayton and extended invite.  If you notice other companies in the area let her know and she will be in contact with them.  May take them a while before they start coming
· Updates:

· ERCB/Steve:  (circulated documents on Objecting to an Energy Resource Project also available on website).

· 20,000 calls to ERCB Customer Contact Centre each year.

· 10-15% are from Public

· 30% from outside of Canada, with the majority coming from the USA to verify facts and information.

· Other:

· EnerFAQ15 and accompanying submission form approved Aug 18, 2011 by ERCB.  These documents were released externally to the ERCB website on Sept 1, 2011.

· There is an expectation of the ERCB that industry includes the EnerFAQ15 and submission forms in their DO56-Directive56 (Energy Development Applications and Schedules) Information Notification Packages.

· Trina (Penn West)

· Drilling focus Alder Flats area.  

· Working with County of Brazeau to manage road usage.  

· Penn West hiring Public Consultation person.

· Area G Spill Co-op Oct 5

· Sandy (Pembina Pipeline)

· 8” line going in for 28 miles south Buck Lake to Willesden Green Area.

· Alsike Truck Terminal – Improving parking for tank trucks.  Improving access off of Hwy 39.

· Albert (SRMNSRV)

· Water well diversion license.  Violet Grove 06-23-048-W5th

· Other:

· There is information available suggesting current models of calculating water well draw down long term may NOT be accurate and should be re-calculated.

· Reference:  Stochastic Modeling of the Paskapoo Formation, Vance A. Matthews.  Jan 2011.

· Anthony (Brazeau County)

· Busy trying to complete road construction before winter.

· Also working at completing, as a result of, annexation accompanying agreements.
· Looking at having our new county building completed by November 2011.
· Jim:  Nothing New

· Rita (SRD)  
· Public lands act regulation passed, impacts the use of crown land by recreational users.

· Arne:  Nothing new

· Bernie: Nothing new.
· Next Meeting dates/adjourn

· Krista:  Do we want guest speakers to attend.

· Anthony:  want to work on public involvement.  We have a good amount of involvement from Industry, and we should extend into the public more.

· Albert:  Advertise in paper stating agenda at next meeting so they can decide whether or not they want to become involved.  Invite newspaper to meeting so they can write up a small editorial to keep public informed.

· Krista:  we initially did not want to get media involved right now, but may be the time to re-address this.

· Bernie:  Warburg group writes up small story to explain what the group is and what next meeting will discuss.  Run as story rather than ad.

· Sandy:  Come up with topics to discuss if we are going to advertise, not necessarily a presentation as it was too large.

· Steve:  Have topic of water and have a guest speaker on water shed.

· Sandy:  Charlie brought up topic of traffic which would be good.  Possibility of having county discuss this.  Such as increased traffic and what the county has seen and what they’ve done.

· Charlie:  Tomahawk had forum and discussed Peace Officers, and road maintenance, county can do study of traffic flow.

· Krista: other potential topics

· Jim:  Fresh Water was a very good topic and would like to pursue this

· Albert:  Water license diversion.  Already doing some research on this topic and there is an issue of old standards being used which isn’t good enough anymore

· Bernie:  Public notice to privacy commissioner someone has asked for all the water well data (including landowner names of registered wells in area) and government is forced to give it over.

· Jim:  Community had water well maintenance forum and they were gathering info to make sure water wells were being maintained.

· Albert:  Grandfathered facilities which can continue to operate under current industry standards.  They seem to not have to upgrade at the same time as newer facilities.  What happens with these grandfathered facilities? (examples given was Flare pits, but was not specific to this)

· Anthony:  is of the understanding that once construction commences then they have to incorporate the new standards

· Krista:  Returning to Traffic topic, information on road use agreements, some landowners do not know that it is the county that handles this not ERCB.

· Rita:  are we advertising about next meeting, since county will be speaking.

· Krista:  Yes will see if they will do it for free.  If they require payment then will run add week before.

· Rita:  Use of West Country.  Public Lands Act

· Next meeting will be November 30, 2011.

· Trina will confirm conference room will be available.
· Will arrange speaker from County on road use
	Action 
	Who
	Timeline
	Completed

	Landowners create a series of questions/concerns to be addressed at information night
	Landowners - Mike, Arne, Cliff, Susan

Alberta Environment – Dave
	Before next meeting
	Postponed indefinitely

	Invite Dean Matheson
	Trina Wakelin
	Nov meeting 
	

	Confirm next meeting at PennWest Meeting Room
	Krista/Trina
	Before next meeting
	completed

	Invite County rep to speak at Nov 30th regular meeting
	Krista/Anthony
	ASAP
	

	Bring PAOG and PANRAC maps to next meeting to assist in discussion of PAS boundaries
	Steve
	Next meeting
	completed

	Confirm make-up of steering committee (Anthony’s role, second industry)
	Steve/Krista
	Before next meeting
	

	Contact press
	Krista
	Before Nov meeting 
	

	Confirm new Daylight contact
	Krista
	Before Nov meeting
	

	Provide list of West Central info night topics
	Krista
	Before Nov meeting
	

	Follow up on industry invites (Imperial, Petrobakken)
	Krista
	Before Nov meeting
	

	
	
	
	


