PEMBINA AREA SYNERGY GROUP

Providing a forum for open, honest and transparent communication, on-going dialogue and timely discussion of issues related to existing and proposed development and operations in the Drayton-Tomahawk and surrounding areas.
Agenda – January 2012
Attendance:
Anthony Heinrich, County/Community

Arne Poulsen, landowner

Bernie Schell, community



Charlie Martin, landowner

Cliff Whitelock, landowner



David Helmer, AEW

Jim Van Heukelom, SRMNSRV


Joe Roos, SRMNSRV/landowner

Kyle Archer, Town of DV



Lawrence Strocher, landowner

Rita Stagman, SRD




Scott Turner, Keyera

Shane Koss, Baytex




Stacey Chaboyer, ConocoPhillips

Stephen Harrington, ERCB



Trina Wakelin, PennWest

Al Stark, Spartan Oil




Denine Christenson, Spartan Oil

Ingrid Becker, Spartan Oil



Eleanor Vokes, Bonavista
· Introductions
· Krista reviewed group expectations

· Previous meeting notes
· Cliff:  would like it added to comments during Surface Rights Board presentation that he would like transcripts of surface rights boards for Court of Queen’s Bench.
· Approve Agenda
· Presentation: Tom McGee, ERCB Stakeholders Engagement Office
· Unifies groups within the area, working with communities, industry and MLA’s.
· Reports directly back to the chair, so information makes its way up the chain of command.
· Work with communities on how they can help when revenues are lost when large companies like Weyerhaeuser leave and how to plan for this.
· Work on planning how companies can come together to discuss common things like water usage or multi fracking operations in areas and if that is the best plan.

· Did not bring presentation on fracking, and if the group would like this then he will bring an expert to speak on the subject.

· Charlie: looking for information on Spruceview Frac incident
· Communications piece is out.  There is good regulation, expect companies to communicate what they’re doing and this likely did not occur.  Frac depth was approx 1300m, with communication occurring in the reservoir and travelling up other well bore.  

· Investigation is not finished yet as to whether it came from the side or bottom, but once it is completed it will be made public.

· 130m distance between wells.  Fracturing would occur in horizontal arms.  If communication had occurred between operators would this have happened and do stricter regulations need to be in place.

· Essentially what likely happened was communication happened at 1300m and travelled upwards causing equipment to blowout and some fluid to come up.
· Cliff:  3 local wells blew out recently (approx 3-4 weeks ago), likely due to fracking; causing damage to surrounding property.
· Eleanor:  Not a result of fracturing and similar things have occurred but due to the pressure the pipeline was running at.

· Cliff:  Public view that this occurred as a direct result of fracking regardless of what actually occurred.

· Eleanor:  More posted follow-up is suggested so public knows what actually happened not leaving the public to make assumptions.  

· Steve:  Investigation still needs to be completed so probably not publicized.

· Tom:   has to look at if it’s a big enough issue that it would require follow up and if it needs to be publicized, and would it be worth looking into but would first need to determine whose job it is the regulators or someone else.
· Scott:  worked with other synergy groups that have real openness with industry about issues that have occurred and trust gets built and follow-up is done and discussed openly so the correct info can be spread.

· Anthony:  Companies should let the counties know what occurred so they can field questions as well and get accurate info out.

· Steve:  Depending on level of call out county won’t necessarily be contacted on a Level 1 for example, but higher levels like 2 or 3 they would be.

· Tom:  if spills are contained and localized then a fan out doesn’t need to occur.

· Scott:  Some blow outs aren’t as clearly defined as sour gas or high vapour pressure blowouts. 

· Krista:  Need better communication, and priority for this group is to get this communication so we can help get the information out.  Will keep this on the agenda for further discussion.

· Laurence: looking for information on events/incidents. Should be public and available. 

· Anthony: landowners sometimes contact County for information on oil and gas issues. County needs to be well informed. 

· Cliff:  PAPA (Pembina Agriculture Protection Association) was concerned with shrinking of emergency zones and setbacks which is problematic.  Process not easy for landowners and found they are not being heard and are left footing the bill.
· Tom:  proposed representative join future meeting.

· Lawrence:  Horizontal drilling on his land and flaring excess gas, but as landowner he does not want this occurring but since they are operating within regulations nothing is done, companies will offer to pay legal fees and this is not met which causes rifts between industry and landowners.

· Tom:  Issues brought up to him is that landowners have no backers, this is the kind of thinking that needs to happen and advocates need to be put in place and how landowners get follow up instead of being brushed aside as “not my job”.

· Bernie:  When they get licenses to drill horizontal wells, do they have to state close proximity wells.
· Al:  No, this currently doesn’t have to happen but it will be coming down the line.

· Eleanor:  Does unofficially happen within industry.

· Al:  Would be nice to know exact day for fracking.  It occurs for flaring.

· Cliff:  Would like to see more control over water used and contamination.

· Bernie:  Distance between fracs is getting up to 2 km between horizontal.  With close proximity to the town it increases the noise the community will have to deal with.

· Cliff: also expressed concern about potable water use in drilling being preferred to prevent possible aquifer contamination

· Follow-Up
· Action Items

· Meeting room confirmed.
· Press contacted, deadlines missed for this meeting.  Very agreeable to promote meetings and group for free.

· New Daylight contact. Shane will contact Daylight.
· Add Vermillion, EOG, Grizzly to list of companies to contact. 

· Trina will contact Vermillion.

· List from West Central Stakeholders available.

· Will continue to follow up with Imperial, Petrobakken, TAQA.  Arc hasn’t been attending so Krista will follow up with that as well.
· Synergy Alberta membership and website

· Joined Synergy Alberta

· Request to post minutes, if so website will be required.  $250 to set up website through Synergy Alberta.

· Group approved proceeding with website and would like the following included:

· Boundaries, meeting notes (to be approved at the following meeting), terms of reference, mission statement, Steering Committee contacts, list of participants.  Will send link out once Synergy Alberta has website set up.
· Youth involvement

· Youth Involvement was handed over to Steering Committee, no progress made as of yet as committee has not met yet.
· Future guest speakers

· County confirmed for March meeting.
· North Saskatchewan Water Shed Alliance approved for May date.
· Dean Mathison invited but no reply.
· New Discussion Items

·  Evaluations from Nov

· Surface rights feedback good info provided and on a good technical level

· People positive about group
· Good suggestions for steering committee to consider
· Everyone supports group continuing.
· Industry Updates/Roundtable (companies encouraged to provide activity updates from beyond PAS borders as well)
· Alberta Environment & Water/Dave: No update

· Industry wants copy of industry update sheet.

· Charlie:  working on water usage resolution through Ag service board association. 
· Conoco: Plant expansion at Alder Flats gas plant starting in February with new compressor and  new process train to be added in late 2012.  Not much drilling east side of Sask river.  Drilling single well be James River store (34 of 4). Finishing up brush pile burns by Rimbey.

· Eleanor (Bonavista):  Pembina area developing land they bought but in beginning stages.  Possibly next month. Otherwise no new activity in PAS area. Business as usual.
· Scott:  starting bi-annual full update for emergency response plan.  Contact info will be updated.  Updating for 5 facilities in the area: Bigoray, West Pembina, Brazeau, Nordegg and North Pembina/North Brazeau.

· Cliff:  PAPA group (though not a rep tonight) wants safety for water a higher priority.  Not trying to shut industry down but needs landowners heard.

· Anthony (Brazeau County):  new CAO hired.  Budget meeting Feb 3 re: capital projects. Holding ratepayer meetings throughout County. 
· Kyle/Town: nothing new
· Shane:  equipment update.   Final cleanup on major pipeline. Drilling by Ferrier.
· Tom:  Will need to come back for follow-up to deal with inputs. Appreciates all the input.
· Bernie:  Neighbours are conserving water for couple days as they have been without for a couple days. Thanks to Eleanor for attending.
· Rita (SRD):  Drayton Valley office phones have been down, this has been corrected and direct lines provided.

· Trina (Penn West):  Taken on role of chair of Pembina Area Operators Group(PAOG), this includes only industry. Will be doing mock emergency response in the next couple of months.

· Steve (ERCB):  Issue of water:  Buck Lake synergy group is having a presentation on Feb 3 regarding usage.  Also mentioned Alberta Geological Survey has atlas available on its website of water mapped in Edmonton/Calgary corridor.
· Al/Spartan:  Continuing to drill in Keystone area.

· Lawrence:  we come to table dealing with local issues and set standards to Alberta, we have fairly high standards here but same standards are not held crossing provinces and countries.  Wants to increase circle and increase these standards elsewhere.  

· Next Meeting dates/adjourn
· West Central Stakeholder meeting March 26 on air quality.

	Action 
	Who
	Timeline
	Completed

	Landowners create a series of questions/concerns to be addressed at information night
	Landowners - Mike, Arne, Cliff, Susan

Alberta Environment – Dave
	Before next meeting
	Postponed indefinitely

	Invite Dean Matheson
	Krista
	Jan meeting 
	completed

	Confirm next meeting at PennWest Meeting Room
	Krista/Trina
	Before next meeting
	ongoing

	Invite guest speakers to future meetings
	Krista
	Ongoing
	Jan, March completed

	Contact press
	Krista
	Prior to each meeting 
	

	Confirm new Daylight contact
	Krista
	
	

	Follow up with Arc 
	Krista 
	March meeting
	

	Follow up on industry invites (Imperial, Petrobakken, Husky, TAQA, EOG, Grizzly)
	Krista

Shane will contact Daylight

Trina will contact Vermillion
	ongoing
	ongoing

	Get website through Synergy Alberta
	Krista
	For March meeting
	

	Youth involvement
	Steering committee
	before fall?
	

	Email out updates form
	Krista
	For March meeting
	


· Next meeting March 28, County booked to speak on road use issues.

