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What is the NEB?
Ä established by Parliament in 

1959

Ä makes decisions on energy 
related matters 

Ä an independent, quasi -
judicial tribunal

Ä reports to Parliament 
through the Minister of 
National Resources

Ä based in Calgary, Alberta

Ä Over 300 staff advising up to 
9 Board Members
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The NEBôs Purpose

ÄTo p romote safety and 
security, environmental 
protection and efficient 
energy infrastructure and 
markets in the Canadian 
public interest (as set out 

in the NEB Act)
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What does the NEB do?
Ä Approves and oversees the 

construction and operation of 
international, inter -provincial, large 
pipelines and international power lines

Ä Holds public hearings

Ä Approves and oversees traffic, tolls and 
tariffs on pipelines

Ä Permits and oversees the export and 
import of natural gas and other 
commodities

Ä Permits and oversees oil and gas 
activities on frontier lands
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How does the NEB 
regulate?

Å We regulate for the lifecycle of a 
project from design, 
construction and operation to 
decommissioning and 
abandonment

This includes:
ƴapplication assessments 

and decisions
ƴinspections and monitoring
ƴaudits and incident 

investigations
ƴcomplaint resolution
ƴother activities such as 

regulation development, etc.

5



Compensation

Ä The NEB is not involved in individual 
agreements. Landowners and companies sign a 

legally binding contract enforced provincially .
Ä Option Agreement ïprecedes an easement 

agreement

Ä Easement Agreement

Â May include clauses for:

Ä periodic review of compensation or lump sum payment

Ä compensation for damages caused by the company

Ä liability for damages caused to the pipeline

Ä uses of the land around the pipeline and any special 
conditions
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Damage Prevention
Encroachments

Violations & 
Investigations

Public 
Awareness

Seismic Activity

Excavation & Construction
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Elements of  Control

Unauthorized
Activity

Public 
Awareness 

focus

NEB 
Act and 

Regs

Violation 
investigation One Call 

Systems

Joint 
awareness

Field 
presence
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30 Metre Safety Zone
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Urban plans that 

incorporate pipelines 

benefit everyone.

Foothills �± Cochrane AB

Enbridge �±
Burlington 

ON

Cooperation from municipalities,  
urban planners and developers 
results in increased public safety 
and pipeline integrity.

TransCanada �± Barrie 
ON
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