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Attendees:
Richard Barss – Rocky View County
Fiona Buchanan – Nexen Inc.

Kim Currie – EnCana 
Roy Hanson – Enmax Calgary Energy Centre

Ian Jerrard – TransCanada 
Rick Jones – Enersul

Glen Leddy – ACSA 
Eve Lantz – Community 

Nancy Lowery – Community
Lynn McQueen – Nexen Inc.
Susan MacDonald – ERCB 
Roger McIntosh – Community 

Jamie McIlvenna – ACSA 
Kitch Milford – Enersul

Linda Murphy – Community
Ed Pluemecke – Community

Ray Rowland – Nexen Inc.
Wayne Shuttleworth – Community 
Bob Simpson – Nexen Inc.
Weldon Stacey – Community

Greg Steiner – Saddleridge CA
Kelly Steward – Cross Iron Mills

Stirling Vance – Community 
Barry Whillans – Nexen Inc. 
Regrets:

Wayne Brown – Rocky View County 
Allan Fraser – Community 

John Gough – Community 
Jim Shaw – Nexen Inc.


New Faces and Guests:

Darrin Barter – ERCB
Steve Berthelet – NEB 
Jack Ebbels – ERCB
Brenda Gray – EXPX Energy Services
Mike Metz – Nexen Inc.
Lorna Patterson – NEB 

Karine Simard – NEB 
Marnie Sparling – NEB 

Isabel Wilson – Community
Larry Wilson – Community 
Facilitator:

Gay Robinson

Scribe:
Jaymie Richardson
1. Welcome, Introductions & Opening Comments
Gay Robinson
· Gay welcomed everyone to the meeting.
· Brief introductions were made for the new faces in the crowd.

· Gay reviewed the agenda for the evening.
· The meeting objective is to receive organizational updates, learn about changes to Directive 71, get an introduction to the National Energy Board and receive reports from the Synergy Alberta conference.
· The notes from the October 20th meeting were just distributed.  
· Approval of these meeting notes will be held over to the December meeting.
2. Organization Updates

· Nexen:
· Bob Simpson provided a review of on-going maintenance activities at the Balzac Gas Plant.
· Currently have one compressor down for an overhaul and production is down due to this maintenance.  
· A few ambient air monitoring trailer licenses have been exceeded. They have been noted and are being investigated.   
· Bob also provided an update on drilling for the Crossfield Expansion project.

· The wells (6-8 & 6-21) are currently being assessed.
· The drilling rig may be moved shortly rather than being kept on standby.  
· Bob introduced Mike Metz, the new Manager for Health Safety and Environment at the Balzac Gas Plant.
· EnCana: 
· Kim Currie reported that three of the 13 wells EnCana is planning to drill have been completed and they are beginning the fourth.  
· Plan to provide further information on the Calgary Drilling Program at the next meeting.
· TransCanada: 
· Ian stated that it is business as usual for TransCanada.
· Rocky View County

· Richard indicated that the County has no new projects to announce.  
· Expect the south access to Stoney Trail from the mall should be opened in a week or so.
· City of Calgary: 
· In the absence of Alderman Stevenson, Greg Steiner reported on a meeting the Airport Trail Access Committee held November 9th regarding the airport tunnel.

· Approximately 500 people were in attendance.

· The meeting raised awareness of the need to install a tunnel and work on roadways before the new runway is built.  
· Additional information can be found at www.yestunnel.com .
· Cross Iron Mills
· Kelly Steward reported on developments at the mall.

· Construction of the entertainment wing is going well and that area is expected to be fully enclosed prior to winter.  
· Temporary signage will soon be in place for the new access roads coming in/out of the mall area.  
· The permanent signage will be installed for November 28th.
· Calgary Energy Centre

· Roy Hanson reported there will be a planned 10 day maintenance outage at the plant in early December for a regular Combustion Turbine inspection.

· Tentative dates are December 5 – 15.

2.   Organization Up-dates cont.
· ERCB: 
· Susan MacDonald gave an update on behalf of the ERCB.
· ERCB recently issued a report entitled “Risk to Water Wells of Pathogens in Drilling Fluids.”  
· This report found that the surface water used in drilling fluids is unlikely to transmit pathogens or harmful substances to water wells.
· Bulletin 2009-37 provides further details on this subject.  It can be found on the ERCB website (www.ercb.ca) along with the full report.  
· Susan introduced Jack Ebbels, an ERCB board member. 
· Jack explained that he is one of the eight Board members who review requests for hearings, directives and other ERCB activities.  
· He is attending this BalCAP meeting to learn more about how synergy groups work.
· There was a question regarding the ERCB’s announcement that it was suspending the approval of sour gas applications.
· This suspension applies to applications that have not yet received approval. 

· Additional information will be provided along with Susan’s presentation. 

3. Presentations

A)  Emergency Preparedness & Planning: Directive 071 – What’s 
Susan MacDonald

New and How it Affects You


· Susan MacDonald from the ERCB’s Community and Aboriginal Relations team provided the group with an update on the changes to Directive 071.
· Changes to Directive 071 will affect the Emergency Response Plans (ERPs) developed by petroleum companies.  
· The ERPs are a company’s plan to protect the public in the event of an emergency. 
· The changes will mean continued improvement of public safety through more precise plume modeling and more effective response.
· Revisions to Directive 071 change the way Emergency Planning Zones (EPZs) are calculated.  
· An EPZ is used to plan the response to a sour gas release, should one occur.

· Geographical surroundings are now taken into consideration when setting the EPZ.  
· The changes to the calculation of EPZs resulted from recommendations by the Public Safety and Sour Gas Committee. 
· New requirements take into consideration health effects, and use dispersion modeling and probabilistic risk assessment modeling.

· To help determine the size of an EPZ, companies can use the new ERCBH2S modeling tool.

· It uses H2S concentration, release rate/volume, meteorological data, pipeline length and operations, and type of accidental release.  
· Previously, a nomograph system (which was 30-year old technology) was used to determine a well EPZ.
· This system was based on the release rate and release volume and all response actions were based on the EPZ.

3.   Presentations cont.

· One of the ways the public is involved in emergency planning is through the collection of personal data.
· Information is gathered for those residents in the immediate EPZ.

· In the event of an emergency, companies would coordinate with the county/cities and government agencies to ensure the safety of those who may fall outside of the EPZ but within the plume dispersion.

· The ERCB recommends that members of the public should ask questions, get involved (synergy groups, etc.), understand their roles in emergency response and be prepared with a 72-hour emergency kit.
· Other key points about the ERCB’s emergency response include:
· The ERCB will always respond to oil and gas emergencies;
· If warranted, an inspector will go to the Incident Command post;
· An ERCB Air Monitoring Unit will be deployed to the incident, if appropriate;
· Depending on the emergency, the ERCB may do a detailed investigation and write a public report; and
· Every field centre has a 24-hour number.

· A question period followed and Jack Ebbles assisted with the Board-related responses.

· There was further discussion of the new legal ruling, which has resulted in a temporary suspension of the approval of sour gas applications, and the impact Directive 071 will have on companies.
· New version of the Directive includes an area referred to as the Protective Action Zone (PAZ).  

· The issue relates to whether residents within this area would be considered directly and adversely affected and would have standing at an ERCB hearing.

· In a previous hearing some people in the PAZ were denied standing and this ruling was eventually overturned by the Alberta Court of Appeal.

· Because of this, the ERCB has suspended the approval of all sour gas applications until the matter can be resolved. 

· ERCB is looking at a number of possible options for responding to the Court of Appeals ruling.

· The ERCB is looking to correct the error in the directive to more clearly define the PAZ and how it is calculated.

· What is the potential concentration of H2S at the outer reaches of the EPZ?
· 100 parts per million (ppm) per hour.

B)  An Introduction to the National Energy Board
Lorna Patterson / Steve Berthelet
· Lorna Patterson provided an overview of the National Energy Board (NEB).

· The NEB was established by Parliament in 1959 and its role is to make decisions on energy related matters.
· The organization is based in Calgary.

· The NEB’s purpose is to promote safety and security, environmental protection and efficient energy infrastructure and markets in the Canadian public interest.
· The NEB is tasked with approving and overseeing the construction and operations of international and inter-provincial pipelines and international power lines.

· The board regulates for the life cycle of a project from design, construction and operation through to decommissioning and abandonment.
· The board is not involved in compensation agreements between landowners and the companies.  
· However, there is an arbitration system in place for issues such as this.

· Steve Berthelet provided information on the Damage Prevention group within the NEB.

· Inspectors are geographically located throughout Canada and work within areas where there are regulated pipelines.

· They work to control unauthorized activity through public awareness, One-Call systems, joint awareness, field presence, violation investigation and the NEB Act and regulations.
· The NEB requires a 30 metre (100 foot) Safety Zone on either side of the pipeline right-of-way. 
· Right-of-ways are typically 60 feet wide.
· There are pipelines in many major cities and the NEB encourages municipalities to develop urban plans that incorporate pipelines

· Three key reasons for pipeline incidents are lack of awareness, lack of obligation of care and communication breakdown.
· Landowner inquiries can be directed to the NEB by phone (1.800.899.1265) or email LandsInfo@neb-one.gc.ca

· The presentations were followed by a questions period.
· Is there some sort of barrier or indicator for the 30 metre Safety Zone?
· No, there is not generally anything marking the area.  By using Call Before You Dig, you could get the pipeline marked.

· Are there regulations prohibiting building in the Safety Zone?
· If a landowner wants to put a building within the Safety Zone, applications from both the landowner and the company would be submitted to the NEB and the board would review and approve or deny.

· Do farmers need to call before crossing a pipeline with farm equipment?
· From a due diligence stand point farmers should call before crossing the pipeline and cross the pipeline only at the pre-designated areas.  
· The Canadian Energy Pipeline Association (CEPA) has made a commitment to work with landowners and companies to develop better defined and standard crossing agreements.
· Is there a standard right of way width across a farmer’s field?

· The standard is roughly 45 – 60 feet.

· What are the guidelines on dig depth to determine when to call?

· For anything deeper than 12” you should call before you dig.

4. Report on Synergy Alberta Conference
W. Shuttleworth, L. Murphy & E. Pluemecke
· Wayne Shuttleworth provided his thoughts on the Synergy Conference and how BalCAP relates to other synergy groups across Alberta.
· This was the 4th annual conference and was held in Red Deer on October 26 – 28. 

· Titled “The Elements of Life”, the conference covered off the three Big C’s:  Converge, Communicate and Cooperate.

· The 250 people in attendance were offered a great range of topics through keynote speakers and concurrent sessions such as: invasive plants, electricity transmission, risk-based land-use planning and synergy best management practices.
· Linda Murphy attended the Synergy Alberta Annual General Meeting as a voting member and shared how attending the conference was a wonderful experience.  
· The conference was a very useful tool and a good education.
· Keynote speaker Iris Evans spoke on a new business direction for Alberta.

· Participants were encouraged to contact Minister Evans (iris.evans@gov.ab.ca) if they had useful suggestions.

4.   Report on Synergy Alberta Conference cont.

· Ed Pluemecke provided some thoughts on synergy groups and their benefits.

· Groups like BalCAP, holding meetings like the one tonight, are the reason Synergy Alberta came to being.  
· Synergy groups help to foster respect on both sides; by the residents (land owners) and by the companies.
· Wayne, Linda and Ed thanked both EnCana and Nexen for sponsoring their attendance at the conference.

5. Community Issues, Updates and Announcements

· Christmas Market will be held at the Balzac Hall on Saturday, November 14th.
6. Next Meeting

· December 8th at 6:00 p.m. at the Balzac Hall.
· Note: Early start time and dinner will be served.

· Please RSVP as soon as you receive the meeting notice from Lynn McQueen, as she needs a head count for dinner.
· Future meeting dates: January 12 and February 9
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