Balzac Community Advisory Panel (BalCAP)

Meeting Notes – September 11, 2007


Balzac Community Advisory Panel (BalCAP) Meeting

Balzac Community Hall 

Tuesday, September 11, 2007
Meeting Notes

(Amended and approved October 16, 2007)
Attendees:






Fiona Buchanan – Nexen Inc.
Gary Clark – Community

Kim Currie – EnCana
Rob Kelham – MD of Rocky View

Deidre Macht – City of Calgary
Brian McAusland – Nexen Inc.

Ed Plumecke – Community
Mike Rydl – Nexen Inc.
Jim Shaw – Nexen Inc.
Greg Steiner – Saddleridge CA
Regrets:

David Lantz – Community
Eve Lantz – Community 
Lorie Pesowski – MD of Rocky View
Terry-lyn Martin – Martindale CA 

New Faces and Guests:

Glen Brosinsky – EUB 



Mike Coady – RCMP 

Al Hathaway – Crime Stoppers


Terry Hathaway – Crime Stoppers
Susan MacDonald – EUB
Facilitator:

Gay Robinson

1. Welcome, Introductions & Opening Comments
Jim Shaw

· Jim welcomed everyone to the meeting.
· Brief introductions were made as there were many new faces.

· Jim reviewed the agenda for the evening.
· The meeting objective is to learn about Crime Stoppers, receive updates and plan for the remainder of 2007.
· The notes from the April 17th and May 17th meetings were reviewed.
· There were minor revisions to both sets of notes.

· April notes, page 2, section 3 – TransCAER was spelled incorrectly.
· May notes, pages 1 and 2 had minor punctuation and capitalization errors.
· The notes from both meetings were approved as amended.
· Gay will mark both sets of meeting notes “amended and approved”.  A copy of the approved notes will be kept on file and made available upon request.
· The contact sheet for the group was circulated and members were asked to add or update their contact information.
2. Company Updates
Jim Shaw / Kim Currie
· Jim gave an update on Nexen’s activities in the area.

· Community newsletter was sent out in July to approximately 2000 area residents.

· It contained information on BalCAP and the Family Emergency Preparedness Event as well plant maintenance and the proposed Balzac Crossfield drilling program.
2.  Company Updates cont.

· Balzac Gas Plant is currently undergoing a maintenance turnaround.

· Plant is now in its 47th year.

· Maintenance turnarounds are scheduled regularly – currently about every 5 years.
· Typically take two to three weeks.

· Nexen is including a number of upgrades in this turnaround.
· More efficient incinerator has been installed, which should help to reduce greenhouse gases by approximately 25%.
· Inspected 400 km of pipelines while the plant was down. 

· All emergency processes are in place for start-up and there have been numerous muster and man down drills throughout the turnaround.
· Turnaround should be complete the week of September 25.
· Application for the Expansion Program is still before the EUB.
· Approximately 10 objections were received and Nexen continues to work with the community to resolve issues.

· Plans call for approximately 15 sour gas wells to be drilled from three existing well pads and one new location.
· New wells will not extend the life of the field, but will increase resource extraction.

· Existing wells may be operational for 35 – 40 more years, while the proposed wells are only expected to produce for 20 – 25 years.
· Kim gave a quick update on EnCana’s activities.
· 2007 activity in the Strathmore area:

· Drilling – 257 wells so far this year and 122 wells remaining.
· Completions – 415 wells to date and 324 wells remaining.
· Wells on-stream – 456 wells to date and 388 wells remaining.
· Activity is down a bit from 2006 because of the wet spring.
· Remaining activity for 2007 in the BalCAP area includes:

· Approximately 30 slant wells.
· EnCana currently has one drilling rig in the area.  Plans call for 23 wells in phase one and the remainder in the next couple of months.
· All these wells are on existing leases, so tie-in activity will be minimal.
· Also plan to install an additional booster compressor at 10-22-27-27W4 plant, which is east of the BalCAP boundary.  

· Licensing for all this activity is nearly complete.
· Usually start 18 months in advance.
· EnCana also plans to drill a number of wells in first quarter 2008.
· All the wells are shallow gas or CBM wells and use the “bent grass” drilling process, which leave a minimal footprint.

3. MD Update
Rob Kelham
· Rob gave an update on the water issue which has been keeping the MD very busy for the past few months.
· Concerns and controversy seem to have died down.

· Public meeting in Langdon last week was a non-event, with more industry than stakeholders and very few questions.
· MD has applied to Alberta Environment for a license transfer from the Western Irrigation District for 6700 cubic meters of water a day.

· Estimate that this will provide sufficient water for many years.

· No potable water will be used for landscaping.

· Developers must use storm water.

· Rob also provided updates and information on other developments.
· Earth moving is underway for the mall /racetrack and they should be starting to erect steel soon.

· Contractor is doing an excellent job of cleaning the water before it goes into Nose Creek.

· MD has a full-time person on site – Tracey Hilton.
· A temporary fire hall is proposed to be set-up on Highway 566.
· Changes to Highway 566 are underway.
· Speed limit has been dropped.
· Upgrade project will go to tender this month.
· Looking at four lanes, with three sets of signals east of QE 2.
· Work is underway on the Centron concept plan for east of QE 2.
· This is a 10 – 15 year project that includes industrial and residential.
· Rancher’s Beef has stopped operations, but water rights have not been sold.
· MD had been allocated some of the surplus water and will access this soon.

· There was discussion of a number of residential projects in the area.
· A 5000-home development still planned for north of Balzac Hall.
· Developer in discussion with MD.
· A community member questioned the allowed density and its impact on water supply.
· ACTION: Rob to bring further details on this project to the next meeting.

· Is there a 30,000 person community being developed on Big Hills Spring Road?

· Not in the near future.
4. Crime Stoppers
Terry Hathaway
· Terry, Executive Director of Crime Stoppers, gave an overview of the organization’s history and current operations.

· The organization is not a part of a police force and does not receive any government funding.  It is a partnership with the public and local law enforcement agencies.
· International organization, with each local organization operating independently.
· Calgary was the first Crime Stoppers organization in Canada and now includes six satellite programs.
· Tips can be provided by phone or internet 24/7.
· A Calgary Police officer evaluates the tips.
· An average of 10 tips a day are received.
· Tipsters can receive a cash award of up to $2000.
· Fundraising includes casino, golf tournament and Gala Dinner.
· Next Gala is January 18.
· Organization is looking to expand into surrounding communities.
· Have launched a new campaign with the slogan “When we’re silent, we are all victims”.

· Terry is looking for someone from the Balzac area to sit on the Airdrie Crime Stoppers committee.

· There was discussion of how Nexen and EnCana operators, who are out in the community, could keep on the lookout for certain crimes.
· Also talked about crime statistics – Mike Coady indicated that the RCMP send information to the media on a regular basis and almost always mention Crime Stoppers.
5. Future Meetings
Gay Robinson

· Gay led a discussion on dates and topics for future BalCAP meetings.
· Meeting dates for the remainder of 2007 were proposed and approved.
· October 16, November 20 and December 11.
· Some suggested topics were:

· What’s going on in NE Calgary?
· Community Centre

· Other development – NE regional development plan

· EnCana’s Courtesy Matters program

· This won a CAPP award.
· EUB Public Safety and Sour Gas final report

· Race Track and Cross Iron Mills Mall – Ivanhoe Cambridge and United Horsemen

· Development in the MD – current and future, residential and industrial

· Highway update – Gary Lamb

· Airdrie’s plans for area development

· A shelter-in-place exercise

· Update from the Calgary Health Region

· Presentation on Calgary Energy Centre (formerly Calpine)
· Calgary Synergy Group

· EUB Directive 71

· The group also discussed having an event for Emergency Preparedness Week in May 2008.
· The 2007 event was successful and we should try to do this again.
· Need to look at ways to get people to attend.
· Should discuss again at future meetings.
6. Community Issues and Announcements

· Synergy Alberta conference  will be held October 28 – 30 in Red Deer

· Community people are encouraged to attend and financial assistance may be available.

· Additional information will be brought to the October meeting.

· Nexen will be having an emergency response exercise later this Fall – possibly in November.
· Might be useful for the RCMP to attend.
7. Next Meeting

· Tuesday, October 16, 2007 at 7:00 pm in the Balzac Community Hall.
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