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Balzac Community Advisory Panel (BalCAP) Meeting

Balzac Community Hall 

Tuesday, March 20, 2007
Meeting Notes

(Approved April 17th, 2007)
Attendees:






Fiona Buchanan – Nexen Inc.
Cam Buss – EnCana

Crystal Cassidy – EUB
Kim Currie – EnCana

Eve Lanz – Community
Deidre Macht – City of Calgary

Brian McAusland – Nexen Inc.
Mike Rydl – Nexen Inc.

Jim Shaw – Nexen Inc.
Wilf Stark – Community

Greg Steiner – Saddleridge CA


Trent West – M.D. of Rocky View

Regrets:

John Gough – Community
Larry Jones – Community

Sally Knight – Community
Evan Knox – EUB

Dave Lanz – Community
Lorie Pesowski – Rocky View

Ed Plumecke – Community
Gay Robinson – Facilitator

Dennis Stephani – CHR
Chris Tomiyama – City of Calgary

New Faces and Guests:

Nicolle Huhn  –  Community
Dale Kelly – City of Red Deer

Chris Leinweber - Community
Joy Leinweber – Community

Mike Logan – Community
Karen Mather – EUB

Jenny Miller – EUB
Wayne Shuttleworth – Community

1. Welcome, Introductions & Opening Comments
Jim Shaw

· Jim welcomed everyone to the meeting

· Brief introductions were made as there were a number of guests.

· Jim reviewed the agenda for the evening

· The meeting objective is to receive company updates, discuss a community emergency preparedness event and learn about set-backs.

2. Company Updates
Jim Shaw / Cam Buss

· Jim Shaw gave an update on Nexen’s activities in the area.

· With respect to the Balzac Expansion Project, Nexen’s application is before the EUB.  
· The EUB is close to sending out the Notice of Application to the community (~500 residences within Nexen’s Emergency Planning Zone).

· Nexen continues to work with the community to address issues.

· A hearing is anticipated sometime between May – August.

· 30 – 90 days (on average) after the hearing, the EUB will render its decision.

· On March 19, Jim gave a presentation to the Town of Chestermere on the Balzac Expansion project.

2.  Company Up-dates cont.

· Cam Buss gave a brief update on EnCana’s activities in the area.

· To date 160 Coal Bed Methane (CBM) wells have been drilled of the 300 CBM wells planned for this year.  EnCana plans to drill throughout the summer when possible but the balance of the remaining wells will be drilled in Q4.
· Cam explained the process of drilling a CBM well – with emphasis on the water aspect. 

· He also explained the well timeline 
· Each well takes approximately one day to drill.   
· Time from the commencement of drilling to the well coming on-stream is approximately 60 – 90 days.

3. Emergency Preparedness Week 2007
Fiona Buchanan

· Fiona Buchanan gave an overview of the Emergency Preparedness Committee’s last two meetings.

· Event date confirmed as Thursday, May 10, 2007, 2:00 – 8:30 pm at the Balzac Community Hall

· Information was forwarded to printers to run as public service announcements in two local community newsletters: Martindale Community Newsletter and Saddle Ridge Newsletter.

· Schools will not be invited this year but will be considered next year.

· Promotion:  Two posters proposed to be used for display in the community were handed out for review.  Location and costs of road signage and Bold Signage was discussed.

· Guest Speakers:  Fiona confirmed that Dr. David Wilson is confirmed – topic: Shelter-in-Place.  Trent West has a tentative confirmation from speaker Colin Lloyd, Director of Community Programs, Emergency Management Alberta.

· A draft invitation letter was distributed and the committee was encouraged to use this letter as a template for corresponding with organizations they would like to invite.

· Booth displays were discussed.  Several organizations have committed, awaiting confirmation from others.

· We will have 200 brochures to hand out from the Federal Government - Emergency Preparedness 72 hour Guide.

· Food:  menu and sourcing local producers was discussed.  A decision to use the wording on promotional material and invitation letters “...free bbq to the first 300 attendees…”.

· Action Plan:  Committee members received an Action Plan with the request that everyone review it and provide Gay with updates.

· Thank you gifts were discussed and decided upon.

· Naming the Event: committee members to revisit this at the next meeting.

ACTION:  Jim to speak with Nexen’s communications people to explore ideas.

· Door Prizes were decided upon – 30 emergency kits.

· Next meeting - Thursday, April 12 (noon – 2:00 pm) at the MD’s offices.

4. EUB Alberta Energy and Utilities Board
Crystal Cassidy / Karen Mather
· Several months prior to this meeting committee members requested that a speaker be invited to a BalCAP meeting to address Setbacks.  Time was generously provided by two speakers from the EUB who presented on two topics.

· Crystal Cassidy, with close to twenty-five years experience with the EUB, presented on Public Safety / Field Surveillance.  
· Crystal said that since her early days at the EUB, public engagement has come a long way.  
· In the 1970’s drilling wells rarely included stakeholders’ views.  Today’s process sees companies working with stakeholders and going beyond obligation to comply with legislation.

· Karen Mather presented on Setback Distances Related to Land Development.  
· She explained the many nuances of this topic:  setback distances vs. emergency planning zone, sour gas setback distances, sour gas level classification, development density, land development, setback relaxations, abandoned wells and pipelines and pipeline diameters.

· Both Crystal and Karen fielded several questions from the committee members and guests.
5. Community Issues and Announcements

· The group suggested  some future topics:
· Abandonment of Wells (Jim Shaw)

· Notification Issue (Crystal)

· There was some discussion on the situation regarding water for the new mall and racetrack.
· Jim commented that apart from handout from the January 16th meeting, the only update he had was the Calgary Herald March 14, 2007 article – which was provided as a handout at this meeting.

· ACTION:  Jim will seek comment from the M.D. and will address this at the next meeting.

6. Future Meetings


Tuesday, April 17th, 2007 at 7:00 pm in the Balzac Community Hall.[image: image1.png]
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