Balzac Community Advisory Panel (BalCAP)

Minutes – January 16, 2007


Balzac Community Advisory Panel (BalCAP) Meeting

Balzac Community Hall 

Tuesday, January 16, 2007
Meeting Notes

(Approved April 17, 2007)
Attendees:





Fiona Buchanan – Nexen
Cam Buss - EnCana


Kim Currie – EnCana
Larry Jones – Community

Evan Knox - EUB
Eve Lanz  – Resident
Deidre Macht – City of Calgary
Brian McAusland - Nexen

Mike Rydl – Nexen
Jim Shaw – Nexen

Wilf Stark – Resident
Greg Steiner – Saddleridge CA

Chris Tomiyama – City of Calgary  
Trent West – Rocky View

Regrets:

Crystal Cassidy - EUB
John Gough – Community

Sally Knight – Community
David Lanz – Community 

Lorie Pesowski – Rocky View
Ed Plumecke – Community

Dennis Stephani – CHR

New Faces and Guests:

Richard Friesen – EUB
Terry Gibson – Consultant (Nexen)
Dr. Huhn – Community
Nicolle Huhn - Community
Chris Leinweber – Community
Joy Leinweber – Community
Enid Pieschel – Community
Darryl Shuttleworth – Community


Wayne Shuttleworth – Community
Barry Whillans – Consultant (Nexen)
Facilitator:

Gay Robinson 
1.   Welcome, Introductions & Opening Comments
Jim Shaw
· Jim welcomed everyone to the meeting 
· Brief introductions were made as there were a number of first time attendees and guests.

· Gay reviewed the agenda for the evening

· The meeting objective is to receive company up-dates, discuss a possible community emergency preparedness event and start planning for same.
· The notes from the December 12 meeting were approved as distributed.
· Gay will mark the meeting notes “approved”.  A copy of the approved notes will be kept on file and made available upon request.

2.   Company Up-dates
Jim Shaw / Cam Buss
· Jim Shaw gave a brief up-date on Nexen’s activities in the area
· The application for Nexen’s proposed drilling project was filed with the EUB on December 19th
· EUB will start their notification process within the next two weeks
· Letters will be sent by the EUB and ads will be placed in local papers

· There will be a 30 day period for responses

· One community member wanted to confirm he was on the contact list

· Nexen confirmed this
· Nexen is abandoning some wellsites  
· Abandonment of the 7-9- 26-29 W4M well, located in the area of the proposed racetrack, is underway and should be completed by the end of January 2007
· This well is <2% sour and the EPZ is quite small – 25 metres
· The 11-25-25-29 W4M well, located within the City limits, will be abandoned in February to early March and then site reclamation will be undertaken in the spring and summer.
· The EPZ for this well is ~900 metres

· Plant maintenance activities are planned for June to August of this year

· This is scheduled maintenance that takes place about every five years

· Some equipment up-grades will also be undertaken at this time

· Plant will be down 14 to 19 days in August 2007
· Approximately 300 contactors will be required and efforts will be made to manage traffic

· More information and a schedule will be sent to residents within the Balzac emergency planning zone
· The sulphur re-melt is continuing on schedule

· Planned to be completed by the end of June 2007
· This should address many of the current sulphur-related odour issues.
· There was some discussion of the air quality in the vicinity of the plant

· Community member asked what plans Nexen has to deal with this

· Nexen understands there has been concerns voiced in the past and the Plant shuts down the GX Unit (sulphur forming) when there is a persistent, strong north-east wind.
· Brian indicated that the new sulphur forming facility should assist in addressing this issue
· The new system has been tested by Enersol and must meet all regulatory guidelines.
· Nexen is also looking at ways to improve efficiency of the sulphur stack

· Currently at 98.4% efficiency in sulphur recovery but trying for 99%
· There was additional discussion regarding the sulphur pile and the new process.

2.  Company Up-dates cont.
· Cam Buss gave an up-date on EnCana’s planned activities for 2007
· 300 coal bed methane (CBM) wells are planned – most are in the area east of Balzac
· Average depth of the wells is 1000 m.

· Also plan to undertake re-completions on 260 wells

· Plan to tie-in 400 wells

· In response to a question on impact on water wells, EnCana outlined their pre and post drilling water well testing program and indicated that to date, none of the CBM wells they have drilled have caused water well contamination.
3.  Emergency Preparedness Week 2007
Fiona Buchanan
· Fiona Buchanan of Nexen gave a brief presentation on Emergency Preparedness and Emergency Preparedness Week
· She discussed risks in the community and what community members can do to be self-prepared for an emergency
· E.g. having sufficient supplies in the house to last for 72 hours

· The idea of having a community event to highlight Emergency Preparedness Week was discussed
· The group was generally supportive of the idea to organize an emergency preparedness event
· Timing was discussed
· Could be a weekend, an evening or both
· Could be two events
· Could be spread out over a period of time
· Could have a portion for schools on a week day
· Could tie into other events such as the Stampede Breakfast
· Early May before the  long weekend would be good
· Timing event with the agriculture calendar is not that important 
· Many residents are acreage owners, not farmers / ranchers
· Possible speakers / topics were discussed
· Shelter in place

· Pandemic planning

· Kits for car or home (72 hour supplies)

· Red Cross, schools, hospitals

· What plans do they have in place for emergencies

· Railways and airport  - emergency response planning

· Emergency Management Alberta

· Learnings from recent events
· Provide packaged resources so others can roll-out
· It was suggested that a sub-committee be formed to discuss details

· Eve Lantz, Greg Steiner, Nicolle Huhn, Deidre Macht (City), Trent West (MD), EUB, Kim Currie (EnCana) and Jim Shaw (Nexen) volunteered to be on the sub-committee

· ACTION: Gay will organize a sub-committee meeting prior to the February BalCAP meeting.

4.   M.D. of Rocky View Up-date
· Gay provided a brief up-date on a couple of issues on behalf of Lorie Pesowski of the M.D. or Rocky View.  A copy of the up-date will be attached to the meeting notes
· There were a number of questions regarding water issues, given recent news articles:
· Is there water or not for the Racetrack and Mall given that construction has started?
· ACTION: Gay will pass this question on to the M.D. in hopes of getting an answer for the next BalCAP meeting 
· Is the MD considering constructing a line off of the existing line from the Bow?

5.   Community Issues and Announcements
· A community member raised the issue of air pollution and air quality in the vicinity of the gas plant
· When he moved to the area 40 years ago, he was told the plant would only be there for 10 – 12 more years.
· Concerned about health effects and odours
· Has seen some improvements over the years (filters on stacks and pelletizing of sulphur) but still has concerns
· Thinks province should reduce allowable emissions
· The facilitator suggested that the community member should discuss this issue further with the EUB and Brian McAusland.
· A couple of community members expressed concerns regarding Nexen’s proposed new wells
· Don’t think there should be new sour gas wells in the area
· Population is increasing in the area
· Wells are near a major population centre
· An accident could have major impact on the community
· Also concerned about land values and economic impact

· Set-backs on pipelines are one specific concern

· The facilitator suggested that community members with concerns about the proposed drilling program should talk directly with Nexen

· She also indicated that set-backs and land values are issues that have been raised in the past and that the group is looking at bringing in speakers on these topics.
· One community member commented that the community members that were attending BalCAP for the first time tonight should consider attending future meetings

· BalCAP is a constructive forum for addressing issues and concerns in the community.  Public participation is encouraged.
5.  Future Meetings

Tuesday, February 13th, 2007 at 7:00 pm in the Balzac Community Hall
Tuesday, March 13th, 2007 at 7:00 pm in the Balzac Community Hall[image: image1.png]
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