Balzac Community Advisory Panel (BalCAP)

Meeting Notes – April 17, 2007


Balzac Community Advisory Panel (BalCAP) Meeting

Balzac Community Hall 

Tuesday, April 17, 2007
Meeting Notes

(Amended and approved September 11th, 2007)
Attendees:






Fiona Buchanan – Nexen Inc.
Crystal Cassidy – EUB

Gary Clark – Community
Kim Currie – EnCana

Mark Kuipers – EnCana
Rob Kelham – M.D. of Rocky View
Eve Lanz – Community
Deidre Macht – City of Calgary

Brian McAusland – Nexen Inc.
Lorie Pesowski – M.D. of Rocky View
Ed Plumecke – Community 
Jim Shaw – Nexen Inc.

Wilf Stark – Community
Chris Tomiyama – City of Calgary 
Trent West – M.D. of Rocky View

Barry Whillans – Nexen 
Regrets:

Cam Buss – EnCana
John Gough – Community

Kelly Jones – Community
Sally Knight – Community
Greg Steiner – Community 


New Faces and Guests:

Kathy Kowarchuk – Community 


Facilitator:

Gay Robinson

1. Welcome, Introductions & Opening Comments
Jim Shaw

· Jim welcomed everyone to the meeting.
· Brief introductions were made as there were a few new faces.

· Gay reviewed the agenda for the evening.
· The meeting objective is to discuss the Family Emergency Preparedness event, learn about the Balzac East Area Structure Plan and receive company updates.
· The notes from the January 16 meeting were approved as distributed.
· The notes from the March 20 meeting were approved as distributed.
· Gay will mark both sets of meeting notes “approved.  A copy of the approved notes will be kept on file and made available upon request.
2. Company Updates
Jim Shaw / Mark Kuipers
· Jim Shaw gave an update on Nexen’s activities in the area.

· Nexen’s application respecting the Balzac Expansion Project is before the EUB.  
· EUB ran ads in the Calgary Herald over the past week.
· Comment period closes May 18

· Notice of application also mailed to all residents.
· Since Nexen is not requesting signatures on letters of non-objection, EUB is required to notify residents.
· Residents can contact Nexen or the EUB if they have any questions.
· Nexen continues to work with neighbours to address concerns.
· Concerns include land value, set-backs, ground water, odours and emissions.

· Action: Jim is to send copies of the application on CD to Trent West and Deidre Macht.
2.  Company Up-dates cont.

· Community Update newsletter sent out in early April to 600 residences.
· The Family Emergency Preparedness event is mentioned in the newsletter.
· Additional copies are available from Jim.
· During consultation for the Expansion Project, a number of residents brought forward concerns about odours, which probably were due to sulphur.  Nexen has made changes in its sulphur management practices.

· Sulphur is now being made into prills and this reduces the dust.

· The old sulphur block contained about 500,000 tons.  The block has been melted over the past two years, with only about 20% remaining.
· There was some discussion of flaring practices.
· Nexen does not plan to flare from its well sites.
· Well testing is done in-line rather than by field flaring.
· The next Nexen Community Update newsletter will be sent out in May.
· It will provide details on the plant turn-around and address related issues such as traffic.
· Mark Kuipers gave a brief update on EnCana’s activities in the area.

· Drilling operations are currently shut down for spring break-up.
· Will start work again in early May.
3. Emergency Preparedness Week 2007
Fiona Buchanan

· Fiona gave an overview of the Family Emergency Preparedness Event Committee’s work to date.
· Event date confirmed as Thursday, May 10, 2007, 2:00 – 8:30 pm at the Balzac Community Hall.
· Event is being promoted through community newsletters in NE Calgary and weekly newspapers in surrounding communities.
· Posters are available from Fiona.
· Road-side signage has also been arranged.
· Speakers have been confirmed.
· Dr. David Wilson – Shelter in Place

· Colin Lloyd – Emergency Management Alberta
· A number of organizations have confirmed that they will be attending and having displays.
· Red Cross

· Calgary Airport Authority

· Prairie TransCAER
· MD of Rocky View

· Calgary Health Region

· Action: Everyone is encouraged to help promote the event.

· It was mentioned that NAIT has an Emergency Management Diploma and that students from that program might be a good resource to help plan any similar events in future.

4. Balzac East Area Structure Plan
Lorie Pesowski / Rob Kelham
· At the last meeting, committee members requested an update on new development in the Balzac Area and issues related to that development.  Lorie Pesowski from the MD of Rocky View provided an overview of the Balzac East Area Structure Plan (BEASP)
· BEASP was first adopted in 2000.
· Area south of 566 is designated as non-residential.
· This takes into account the Noise Exposure Forecast area for the Calgary International Airport.
· Several amendments have been made since plan was first adopted. 
· Current proposed plan amendment includes expanding the lands to include area around Nexen’s Balzac plant.
· BEASP will guide all new development.
· The plan outlines such items as roads, storm water management and an irrigation strategy.
· Existing businesses are grandfathered in, but any upgrades will have to follow new regulations.
· The process of amending the BEASP will take about a year.
· Consultation will be conducted in mid-summer.
· Community can respond to draft amendments.
· Public hearing might be in January 2008.
· Lorie also provided updates on a number of other related and unrelated developments.
· Highway 566 – plans call for this to be six lanes and eventually for it to be twinned.
· Intersection placement will be an important component of this project.
· Mall / Racetrack project – mall building will have a 20 acre footprint, with 370 total acres impacted.
· Permits for stripping, grading and foundation work have been issued, but building permits have not yet been issued.
· During construction, the MD will have a person on-site to watch out for MD’s interests.
· A website is being developed on the mall project.
· Will be linked to the MD’s website and should be up later this spring.
· East service road (Barlow) will be cut off in July.
· Speed control application has been submitted for a section of Highway 566.
· Speed limit will be dropped to 50 km/hour.
· An Emergency Services Centre is being established in the area near the new mall.
· A temporary facility should be in place by year-end.
· Plan to buy land for permanent facility in early May.
· A new spillway has been constructed as part of the MD’s storm-water management program.
· Water will drain into Nose Creek.
· There are no water quality issues.
· Unlike the City of Calgary, the MD does not have nuisance set-backs.

· MD follows EUB guidelines.
· Rob Kelham from the MD gave an update on the water issues related to the new mall.
· The water license is still moving forward.
· The MD will be putting out the tender for the pipeline within a few weeks.
· Use of potable water for landscaping will not be allowed.
5. Community Issues and Announcements

· The City of Calgary will be holding their Emergency Preparedness event on Sunday, May 6th at Cardel Place in north Calgary.
· EUB is hosting an information session in Turner Valley on Thursday April 19 from 2:00 – 9:00 at the Flare and Derrick Hall.
· MD of Rocky View is hosting a visioning session on April 28.
· Looking for broad public representation

· Those involved will work with graphic artists to visualize the future

· Results will be displayed in the MD office on April 29 
6. Future Meetings


Thursday, May 17th, 2007 at 7:00 pm in the Balzac Community Hall.[image: image1.png]
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